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working conditions, wages, healthcare, 
and retirement security and safety 
that are given not just to union mem-
bers, but to everyone in the workplace 
covered by the contract. 

I saw this firsthand, Mr. Speaker, as 
a member of the Graduate Assistants 
United union when I was in graduate 
school and I attended the University of 
Florida. Graduate assistants are the 
lowest rung on the ladder at colleges 
and universities, but are a linchpin to 
the success of educating college stu-
dents. Having a union to fight for our 
wages was a key to being treated fairly 
by our university. 

Public sector unions have also played 
a vital role in providing economic op-
portunity for women and people of 
color. Given that all workers covered 
by a contract gain the benefits of union 
negotiations, it has been standard 
practice that all workers governed by 
the contract contribute their fair share 
to the cost of organizing, through 
union dues paid by union members and 
fair share fees by workers who choose 
not to join the union. Fair share fees 
don’t pay for any political activities, 
just the collective bargaining activi-
ties that directly benefit everyone. 

We need to make sure that we con-
tinue to stand up for workers and for 
the middle class. I am hopeful that the 
Supreme Court will not side with the 
plaintiffs in this case. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WEISS SCHOOL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MAST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize The Weiss School, a K–8th 
grade school in Florida, whose students 
designed the WeissSat-1 satellite se-
lected by NASA to be launched into 
space. 

I have had the opportunity to meet a 
number of these incredible students. 
They devote themselves fully to the 
pursuit of knowledge. Some of them re-
marked to me that the worst part 
about school was that they had to 
leave at the end of the day and they 
wished that there were apartments 
there. I think that speaks to the in-
credible high quality of their teachers 
and the faculty in that institution of 
learning. 

The WeissSat-1 was selected for its 
outstanding design and scientific im-
portance, as part of NASA’s CubeSat 
Launch Initiative, an excellent pro-
gram that, unfortunately, has a very 
uncertain future. The CubeSat Launch 
Initiative was established in 2008 as a 
mutually beneficial program to spur 
innovation in the STEM community 
and simultaneously advance NASA 
missions. 

Since its inception, NASA has se-
lected 149 CubeSats, built by 85 organi-
zations across 38 States, and they have 
launched 58 of these CubeSats to date, 
all of them at a fraction of the cost of 
developing satellites in-house. 

NASA’s Office of Education is cur-
rently being restructured and the fu-

ture of the CubeSat program is in jeop-
ardy. 
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Students and teachers from the Weiss 
School are in the House gallery today 
to witness the introduction of a resolu-
tion that they themselves helped to 
write. 

The WeissSat-I resolution that I will 
introduce today with bipartisan sup-
port from my Florida colleagues will 
raise awareness of the CubeSat Launch 
Initiative and encourage continuance 
of the program as NASA reorganizes 
their Office of Education. 

I would like to thank the students of 
the Weiss School for their dedication, 
their faculty, their teachers for their 
work in helping their students to reach 
the highest and fullest potential that 
any students could reach. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded that it is not in 
order to refer to or introduce occu-
pants in the gallery. 

f 

KEEP YOUR WORD, MR. 
PRESIDENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 1 minute. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today as a liberated Democrat 
with one request: I ask that the most 
powerful man in the world, the Presi-
dent of the United States of America, 
keep his word. 

Keep your word, Mr. President. You 
have indicated that no one under the 
age of 21 should be able to buy an as-
sault-type weapon. 

Keep your word, Mr. President. Don’t 
allow the NRA to veto your word. You 
are the most powerful man in the 
world. 

Keep your word, Mr. President. Stay 
with those young people who have 
issued a clarion call to this country to 
do something about the killing that is 
taking place on our school campuses. 
These are children who are dying. 

Keep your word, Mr. President. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-

bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

PROVIDING SAFE AND NUTRI-
TIOUS FOOD TO THOSE IN NEED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this morning I had the 
privilege of addressing more than 1,200 
advocates who were in Washington this 
week for the National Anti-Hunger 
Policy Conference. 

As chairman of the House Committee 
on Agriculture Subcommittee on Nu-
trition, I am grateful for the work 
these groups do to alleviate hunger and 
ensure that people have access to nu-
tritious food. 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program and other Federal nutri-

tion programs are vital to ensuring 
that all Americans have healthy foods 
within reach, whether low-income pop-
ulations, the elderly, or those living in 
areas with strained access to nutri-
tious food. 

SNAP, as well as the USDA’s com-
modity distribution programs, support 
agriculture and lessen the effects of 
poverty on our most vulnerable citi-
zens. 

In advance of the next farm bill, we 
will continue to identify ways to work 
alongside State and local organizations 
to help provide safe and nutritious food 
for those who need it most. 

Mr. Speaker, a healthy diet for many 
Americans may have nothing to do 
with commitment, but rather accessi-
bility. Limited access to supermarkets 
and grocery stores with fresh, nutri-
tious food can be a challenge in both 
rural and urban communities. These 
are called ‘‘food deserts.’’ 

This is a particular concern for 
SNAP, which intends to provide nutri-
tion to millions of Americans. 

According to the USDA, to qualify as 
a low-access community, at least 500 
people, or at least 33 percent of the 
population, must reside more than 1 
mile from a supermarket or a large 
grocery store. For rural areas, the dis-
tance is more than 10 miles. 

It is difficult to eat healthy when the 
easiest store to get to primarily pro-
vides packaged and processed food. 
SNAP recipients may find a local mar-
ket convenient, but it offers high-cal-
orie foods with minimal nutrition 
value. These foods can often be a staple 
for families with limited resources. 

It is my hope that we can redouble 
our efforts to increase access to fresh 
foods for communities throughout the 
country. 

No one in America, Mr. Speaker, 
should go hungry, and everyone de-
serves a full shot at living a full, 
healthy, and productive life. 

Through strong policy and the advo-
cacy of our Nation’s antihunger and 
antipoverty groups, we truly can work 
to end hunger once and for all. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
11 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

Chaplain Robert Vick, American Le-
gion National Chaplain, New Port 
Richey, Florida, offered the following 
prayer: 
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